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publicity in all parts of the world, while a far-reaching diplomatic
and commercial game has been played behind the scenes.
While the political outcome can only be guessed at, the economic
result will undoubtedly be an intensive development of foreign fields,
with the utilization of much of the output for some years to come
mainly in the form of fuel oil. Barring international complications
of a military nature, the oil production will presumably become
available under the economic laws of commerce to all parts of the
world where needed. The outstanding issue at present in the public
eye seems to be the matter of political control, predicated in the last
analysis upon commercial and military strategy; the greater need
is for an efficient development and utilization of the remaining
deposits in order that automotive transportation and industrial
activity the world over may be sustained and developed.
Whatever happens, the United States faces the physical fact that
the supply of crude petroleum available for her use cannot continue
to increase volumetrically at the rate enjoyed up till now. The
output of crude petroleum in the United States has virtually reached
its maximum; the proven fields of Mexico are well-nigh exhausted,
and a marked falling off in,imports from that source is to be antici-
pated; even under the most favorable circumstances, deposits further
afield can scarcely be developed into major producers under five
to ten years. Cheap and bountiful supplies of crude petroleum
will soon be a thing of the past. The answer to the domestic petro-
leum problem does not lie exclusively abroad; efficiency in produc-
tion and utilization and supplemental sources of supply at home must
share with foreign contributions the responsibility of sustaining
those activities exclusively dependent upon liquid fuel.